AGENDA
WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE
Monday, March 22, 2021
@ 3:00 PM

Peoria County Courthouse, Room 403
1. Call to Order
2. Approval of Minutes
• February 22, 2021
3. Informational Items / Reports / Other Minutes / Updates
• County Clerk's Office

➢ Collections and Transactions Report

• County Election Commission
• Supervisor of Assessments/Board of Review

➢ Tax Cycle Update
• Treasurer
• Veteran's Assistance Commission

4. Resolution
• Monthly Delinquent Taxes
• Intergovernmental Agreement with West Peoria for Assessment Services
5. Miscellaneous
6. Adjournment

DRAFT
MINUTES
Ways and Means Committee
February 22, 2021
@ 3:00 P.M.
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Steven Rieker – Chairperson; Jennifer Groves Allison – Vice
Chairperson (via teleconference); Eden Blair (via teleconference),
James Fennell, Rachel Reliford, Phillip Salzer, William
Watkins, Jr.

MEMBERS ABSENT:
STAFF PRESENT:

Scott Sorrel - County Administrator; Shauna Musselman –
Assistant County Administrator; Jennie Cordis Boswell - State's
Attorney's Office; Angela Loftus – County Administration; Rachael
Parker, Mike Deluhery – County Clerk; Tom Bride – Election
Commission (via phone); Dave Ryan – Supervisor of Assessments;
Nicole Bjerke – Treasurer; Mike Brooks – VAC

OTHERS PRESENT:
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Rieker at 3:00 p.m.
Approval of Minutes
A motion to approve the minutes of January 25, 2021 was made by Mr. Watkins and seconded by
Ms. Reliford. The motion carried unanimously (7-0; Ms. Groves Allison and Dr. Blair voted aye
via teleconference).
Informational Items/Reports/Other Minutes/Updates
County Clerk
➢ Collections and Transactions Report
Ms. Parker directed committee members to the submitted report and stood for any questions.
There were no questions or comments from committee.
Peoria County Election Commission
Mr. Bride advised that a City of Peoria and Peoria Township primary election will be held
tomorrow. He stated that early voting and vote-by-mail numbers have increased significantly,
with over 4,000 individuals having voted to date, and expects a larger election day turnout than
the past several primaries. He advised that vote-by-mail ballots must turned in by 7:00 p.m. or
postmarked by tomorrow. He also noted that early voting locations are posted on the Election
Commission’s website.
Mr. Bride stated that the Commission is also preparing for the April 6, 2021 election, with voteby-mail ballots for voters living outside the City of Peoria going out this Thursday and early
voting for all in Peoria County beginning March 12, 2021.
Supervisor of Assessments/Board of Review
• Tax Cycle
Mr. Ryan advised Board of Review claims are complete and the final abstract has been sent to the
Department of Revenue. He stated that after a review by the Department of Revenue, the
abstract will go the County Clerk’s Office and the Treasurer’s Office. He stated that the Board of
Review received 777 complaints, with approximately 36% receiving a reduction.
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Mr. Ryan advised that over 14,000 Homestead Exemptions have been processed, for a total of
$400 million. He stated that the office continues to explore process options for Homestead
Exemptions in light of ongoing COVID-19 precautions. He advised that Senior Freeze renewal
forms will be distributed in April as opposed to the regular distribution of January/February, as
he awaits a decision on legislation regarding re-filing. He stated if the legislation ultimately does
not pass, he is hopeful that many senior citizens will have been vaccinated by the time it is
necessary for them to re-file.
Treasurer
Ms. Bjerke advised that the office is completing the process of closing out last year’s tax cycle and
preparing for the external auditors. She stated that approximately 1,100 mobile home bills will
be issued March 1, 2021.
• Trustee Auction Update
Ms. Bjerke gave a presentation on the Trustee Program. She explained that a tax sale is
conducted annually in November, with all unpaid parcels going to the tax sale. She stated that
tax buyers bid on the parcels, with the lowest bid winning. She advised that one of those tax
buyers is the Peoria County Trustee, who acts as Trustee on behalf of all taxing districts in Peoria
County. She stated that if there is no interest in the property after several years, the Trustee takes
over the property through a Court ruling, and becomes an owner of the property on behalf of all
Peoria County taxing districts. She remarked that the County maintains a contract with the
Trustee, as opposed to individual contracts with all 150 taxing districts. She stated after the
Trustee becomes the owner of the property, an annual surplus auction sale is held, with the
highest bidder receiving the property. She emphasized that the goal of the Trustee is to get the
parcels, many of which are small and cumbersomely shaped, back onto the tax roll.
Ms. Bjerke advised that in response to concerns raised by the City of Peoria, she will contact the
City Manager of the upcoming auction date as soon as it is known and will provide him a list of
properties. She remarked that she will reach out to the City Manager on multiple occasions prior
to the auction to determine if there are any objections to any properties going to the auction. She
advised that the City Manager has communicated that he desires further discussion of the
program as a whole, as well as land banking. She stressed that any changes to the trustee
program must be through legislation.
Veteran's Assistance Commission
Mr. Brooks advised that the Commission currently has 301 active VA claims awaiting decision,
and 165 appeals. He stated that over $1 million in new money has been brought in within the
past two months, with total compensation brought in through February at $6.3 million. He
commented that the protocols for appeals have changed recently, stating that a TEAMS Meeting
is now held with the VA and discussion can be held via TEAMS with the VA presenting their
arguments.
Mr. Brooks advised that walk-in Wednesdays are cancelled moving forward due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
Resolutions
• Monthly Delinquent Taxes
A motion to approve was made by Mr. Fennell and seconded by Mr. Salzer. The motion was
approved unanimously (7-0; Ms. Groves Allison and Dr. Blair voted aye via teleconference).
• Rollover Appropriation in FY2021 budget for purchase of glass divider panels
Ms. Parker advised that just prior to re-opening after the Courthouse shut down, the office was
evaluated and it was determined at the time that glass panel dividers were necessary due to the
proximity of the staff’s work spaces. She stated that due to limited funds at the time, the Clerk
did not receive all requested panels. She commented that staff requests $5,440.00 in unspent
FY2020 budget to be appropriated into FY2021 in3 order to complete the project.

The resolution was approved unanimously (7-0; Ms. Groves Allison and Dr. Blair voted aye via
teleconference).
•

Rollover Appropriation into FY2021 Election Commission budget for unused
grant funds
A motion to approve was made by Mr. Fennell and seconded by Mr. Watkins. Mr. Bride advised
that the Commission received a $109,544.00 grant from the Center for Tech and Civic Life
(CTCL) in October 2020 to fund safe and secure elections. He stated that in the process of
verifying expenditures in November/December it was determined that the entire grant amount
had not been expended. He advised that CTCL granted the Commission’s request for an
extension until June 30, 2021 for $19,430.00 in unspent grant funds. He is requesting a rollover
appropriation into the FY2021 budget in the amount of $19,430.00. He advised that the funds
will be utilized to offset expenditures related to upcoming spring elections.
The motion was approved unanimously (7-0; Ms. Groves Allison and Dr. Blair voted aye via
teleconference).
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned by Chairman Rieker at 3:34 p.m.
Recorded and Transcribed by: Jan Kleffman
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County Clerk Collections and Transactions Report ‐ February
2021
Budget

Feb

YTD (Feb.)

County Clerk Revenues:
Recording Related Fees ‐ General Fund:

742,700

75,825

138,662

Recording Related Fees ‐ Automation Fund:

278,750

23,490

45,724

Real Estate Transfer Tax ‐ County:

335,000

21,442

75,148

Vital Records Certifications:

345,200

25,772

54,084

Property Tax Redemption Fees:

263,200

27,896

68,000

Marriage/Civil Union Licenses:

84,000

2,660

5,880

Raffle Licenses:

9,000

888

1,440

Liquor Licenses:

46,700

‐

‐

900

72

191

Notary Filings:

3,300

395

810

Miscellaneous:

600

65

267

2,109,350

178,504

390,206

47,886

86,938

5,909

6,295

105

135

53,900

93,368

368,733

826,447

Real Estate Transfer Tax ‐ City of Peoria:

50,868

252,020

Real Estate Transfer Tax ‐ State of Illinois:

42,885

150,296

Illinois Rental Housing Fee:

20,025

36,891

Illinois Marriage/Civil Union Fee:

195

425

Illinois Death Certificate Fee:

680

1,492

County Trustee (property tax related):

178

5,995

483,563

1,273,565

715,968

1,757,140

Assumed Name Filings:

Total

County Clerk's Collections to Benefit Other County Departments:
GIS Recording Fee (IT):
Postage Reimb. ‐ Redemption Notices (IT):
Plat Certification Fees (Treasurer):
Total
County Clerk's Collections to Benefit Other Entities:
Property Tax Redemption:

Total
TOTAL COLLECTIONS
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Transactions
Feb

YTD (Feb.)

Recordings

2,191

4,149

Vital Records Certifications

1,732

3,553

Property Tax Redemptions

189

373

38

84

Raffle Licenses

7

14

Liquor Licenses

‐

‐

Assumed Name Filings

12

35

Notary Filings

35

81

487

514

Marriage/Civil Union Licenses

Statement of Economic Interest Filings

County Clerk Functions Without Revenue
Property Tax Extension, Clerking County Board (minutes, records, County Code & certifying), Statement of
Economic Interests, Contracts, Addressing, Service Directory, Military Discharge Recording/Certifying &
Various Filings (bonds, oaths, reports, etc.)
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AGENDA BRIEFING
COMMITTEE:
WAYS and MEANS
MEETING DATE: March 22,2021

LINE ITEM: N/A
AMOUNT: N/A

ISSUE:
Update to the Intergovernmental Agreement between the County of Peoria and the City of West Peoria for
Assessment services

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION:
Peoria County has provided assessment services to West Peoria's Township since 2003 through an
Intergovernmental agreement. With the dissolution of the Township we are just updating to contract with City
of West Peoria.
The update provides clarification on the specific services to be provided by the County, which include:
o Tax assessment services
o payment
o change references from township to city

Fees charged and paid to Peoria County will remain the same of $800.00 per month or $9,600 per year. The
Intergovernmental Agreement will automatically renew on an annual basis until such time when either party
gives notice to end the agreement.

COUNTY BOARD GOALS:
COLLABORATION

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: N/A
COMMITTEE ACTION:
PREPARED BY: Dave Ryan
DEPARTMENT: Supervisor of Assessments
DATE: March 5, 2021
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PEORIA COUNTY CITY OF WEST PEORIA
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT FOR ASSESSMENT SERVICES

This Agreement made effective this 1st day of _May__________, 2021, by and between the
County of Peoria, Illinois, a body politic and corporate, (hereinafter referred to as "COUNTY') and the
City of West Peoria (hereinafter referred to as "City").

RECITALS:
WHEREAS, the CITY has a need for Assessor Services as the Office of Assessor is currently vacant;
and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Property Tax Code of the State of Illinois 35 ILCS 200/2-60(b), a CITY
may contract with a person qualified under the Property Tax Code as an assessor to do the assessing
for the CITY at a cost no greater than the maximum salary authorized for that CITY under the State of
Illinois Property Tax Code; and

WHEREAS, the Peoria County Supervisor of Assessments is willing to assume the duties of CITY
Assessor for the CITY and is fully qualified to do so under the provisions of the Illinois Property Tax Code;
and

WHEREAS, the COUNTY and CITY are authorized to enter into this Agreement pursuant to the
State of Illinois Constitution, Article 7, Section 10, as enabled by the Intergovernmental Cooperation Act
of the State of Illinois, 5 ILCS 220/1 et. seq.

DUTIES OF COUNTY:
The COUNTY through the Office of Supervisor of Assessments agrees to perform all the duties
and functions of a CITY Assessor for and on behalf of the CITY in full compliance with all provisions
relating to CITY assessments in the State of Illinois Property Tax Code.

The COUNTY through the Office of Supervisor of Assessments shall perform the duties and
functions of a CITY Assessor for and on behalf of the CITY before both the Peoria County Board of
Review and the State of Illinois Property Tax Appeal Board, but will not provide legal representation
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should the CITY decide to formally contest a decision of the Board of Review or the State of Illinois
Property Tax Appeal Board.

The COUNTY through the Office of the Supervisor of Assessments shall return all records relating
to the assessments within the CITY provided to their office by the CITY and shall relinquish to the CITY
any cumulative new records during the term of this agreement.

DUTIES OF CITY:

The CITY agrees to provide the COUNTY, through the Office of the Supervisor of Assessments, all
property tax records in such form, electronic or otherwise, currently in its possession for the purposes of
property tax assessment within the CITY.

The CITY further agrees in consideration of this Agreement for the provision of Assessor
Services, to pay to the COUNTY, the amount $800.00 per month throughout the term of this Agreement.

GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS:

I.

Term and Termination
a) Term
The term of this Agreement shall commence effective May 1, 2021 and shall
automatically renew January 1st of each tax year hereafter unless previously terminated as
provided in this Agreement.

b) Termination by Either Party

Either party may terminate this Agreement effective December 31, of any tax year by giving
notice of intent to terminate no later than October 1st of the same tax year.

c) Termination as a Matter of Law.

This contract shall terminate as a matter of law, on the date a duly elected CITY
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Assessor for the CITY takes office.

This Agreement entered this ______________day of ________________, 2021, by the undersigned
pursuant to authority of their respective governing bodies.

COUNTY OF PEORIA
By:

_______________________________
Andrew Rand
Chairman of the Peoria County Board

BY:

______________________________
David Ryan
Peoria County Supervisor of Assessments

Attest: ______________________________
COUNTY CLERK OF PEORIA COUNTY

CITY OF WEST PEORIA

______________________________
CITY ADMINISTRATOR

Attest: ______________________________
CITY CLERK
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TO THE HONORABLE COUNTY BOARD

)
)
)

COUNTY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS

Your Ways and Means Committee does hereby recommend passage of the following
Resolution:
RE: Agreement between City of West Peoria and the Peoria County Supervisor of
Assessments for Assessment services.

RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the CITY of West Peoria has a need for Assessment Services as the Office of
Assessor is currently vacant; and agrees to pay Peoria County $800.00 per month for
Assessment services beginning May 1, 2021.
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Property Tax Code of the State of Illinois 35 ILCS 200/260(b), a CITY may contract with a person qualified under the Property Tax Code as an
assessor to do the assessing for the CITY at a cost no greater than the maximum salary
authorized for that CITY under the State of Illinois Property Tax Code; and
WHEREAS, the Peoria County Supervisor of Assessments is willing to assume the duties
of CITY Assessor for the CITY and is fully qualified to do so under the provisions of the
Illinois Property Tax Code; and
WHEREAS, the COUNTY and CITY of West Peoria are authorized to enter into this
Agreement pursuant to the State of Illinois Constitution, Article 7, Section 10, as enabled
by the Intergovernmental Cooperation Act of the State of Illinois, 5 ILCS 220/1 et. seq.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the County Board of Peoria County, that
the County by and through the Peoria County Supervisor of Assessments is hereby
authorized to enter into the Intergovernmental Agreement for Assessment Services
effective May 1, 2021.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,
WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE
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